Writing a Reaction or Response Essay

The following guidelines are intended to be used for reacting to a reading, although they could easily be used for reactions to films too. Read whatever you've been asked to respond to, and while reading, think about the following questions. 

· How do you feel about what you are reading? 

· What do you agree or disagree with? 

· What do you think are the author’s motivations, prejudices, assumptions?

· What are the key details and/or most effective quotations from the work that capture the author’s point of view?

· What didn’t the author say that might be relevant to the topic?

Organizing Your Reaction Paper

A reaction/response paper has an introduction, a body, and a conclusion. 

The introduction should…

· Give the title and author 
· Give a brief summary of what you read.

· Include a thesis statement in which you agree, disagree, identify with, or evaluate the author’s point of view. This is the focused statement of your reaction/response.

Each body paragraphs should…

· Contain one idea for each paragraph. 

· Begin with a topic sentences that supports the thesis

· End with a final sentence that leads into the next paragraph.

· Clarify both what the author says and your response to the author’s point. Blending the author’s viewpoint and your own in each body paragraph is the key to a well-constructed reaction/response essay.

· Include specific details and quotations and your response to them.

The conclusion can … 

· Be a restatement of what you said in your paper 

· Be a comment that focuses your overall reaction. 

· Try to connect to larger human questions or themes.

Note: This is an essay in which you should use first person—it is your reaction.
