ENGLISH IV 

MS RICH  

QUESTIONS ON "THE BEAR"

1.  How old is Isaac McCaslin on his first hunt?

2.  In what months did the hunt take place?

3.  What did he know about the bear even before he went on his first hunt?

4.  What did he realize about the others hunters' quest for the bear?

5.  What is the name of his mentor?  How is it symbolic?

6.  What teaching method does the mentor use to teach Isaac?  Give 3 examples.

7.  What did Isaac come to "recognize" on his first hunt and how did he learn the lesson?

8.  What distinction does Sam make between being scared and being afraid?

9.  What must Isaac do if he wants to see the bear?

10.  Describe Isaac's first encounter with the bear?

11.  Based on the description of the encounter, what might the bear symbolize or represent?

       Find some supportive evidence.

12.  What does Sam do to Isaac when he kills his first deer?  What do you think it symbolizes?

13.  Describe the kind of dog that finally confronts the bear?

14.  Describe the confrontation between the bear, the dog, Sam and Isaac?  

15.  What is the immediate reason why Isaac does not shoot the bear?  

16.  What deeper reason exists that Isaac is not yet aware of?

17.  How does Isaac's father help him to become aware of the reason?

18.  In Isaac's mind what do the bear, Sam, the dog, and he himself, represent?

19.  What is the significance of the opening sentence of this story?  

20.  On the first page, Faulkner uses the phrase "the unaxed woods."  What connotative meaning            does this adjective give to the wilderness?  

21.  Examine the symbolic level of the story.  What do the wilderness, the bear, Sam Fathers, the             boy, and the hunt represent?  

22.  What is the point of awareness?

