Macbeth Reading Guide Questions

ACT IV scene 1 

1. How has Macbeth's attitude toward the witches changed since his first meeting with them (Act I, scene 3)? What might this suggest about changes in his character? 
2. What does each apparition tell Macbeth? What is his reaction? Compare his reaction here to his “belief’ in Act III, scene 4, 123-127. 
3. Lines 138-139: What is the irony of this line?
4. Compare what the witches have accomplished in this Act to their “intent” in     Act III, scene 5.
5. Compare the plans/motives for the murders of Duncan and Banquo to those for the murder of Macduff’s family. Draw a conclusion about Macbeth. 

ACT IV scene 2 
6. What message has Ross apparently just brought to Lady Macduff? 
7. Macbeth has only two humorous scenes: the broad comedy of the drunken porter, and the light comedy of this scene. What was Shakespeare's dramatic purpose in placing Lady Macduff's scene here? 
8. Lines 61-67: It has been suggested that the messenger may have been sent by lady Macbeth. Be alert for possible clues later in the play. 
ACT IV scene 3 

9. Lines 2-8: What is the irony in Macduff's saying this? 
10. Lines 57-66, 76-84, 91-100: What does Malcolm confession in each of these passages? Why does he make these confessions? What is Macduff’s reaction to each? 
11. Line 216: To whom is Macduff referring? What different meanings can the line have? 
  
