Macbeth Reading Guide Questions

ACT II scene 1 

1. Lines 6-9: What is bothering Banquo? What might his "cursed thoughts" be? 
2. Lines 26-29: Why might Banquo be suspicious at this point? What do these lines tell you about his character? 
3. Lines 33-64: What does Macbeth think he sees? What specifically is the hallucination doing? What effect does the hallucination have on Macbeth? 
ACT II scene 2 

4. Lines 12-14: Why did Lady Macbeth not murder Duncan? Compare these lines with Act I, scene 7, 54-58. draw a conclusion about Lady Macbeth.  
5. Lines 15-57: What is Macbeth's state of mind after the murder? Lady Macbeth's? 
What mistake has Macbeth made?
6. Lines 62-68: Both now have blood on their hands. Do you agree that "a little water" can "clear them" of the murder? In what sense might it? In what sense not? Contrast Lady Macbeth's words with Macbeth's in lines 60-63. 

ACT II scene 3 

7. Line 63: How would Macbeth say this? 
8. Lines 65-66: Is Macduff’s response a plausible one? 
9. Lines 88-89: Is Lady Macbeth’s response appropriate?
10. Lines 89-91: What does Banquo think of Lady Macbeth’s response?
11. Lines 92-97: How many meanings can you read into this speech? Consider what it might mean to the assembled lords, to Macbeth himself. 
12. Lines 107-119: How should the actor playing Macduff react to this announcement? The actor playing Banquo? 
13. Line 119: Some commentators maintain that Lady Macbeth really faints; others claim she only pretends to. Which theory seems more likely? Justify your answer in terms of what you know about Macbeth and Lady Macbeth, and the dialogue immediately preceeding. 

14. Lines 127-133: Why did Shakespeare give this speech to Banquo rather than to Macduff? 
15. Lines 136-138: How does Malcolm's speech relate to "Foul is fair"? 
ACT II scene 4 

16. The Elizabethans saw nature as existing in a strictly ordered state. Ross and the Old Man describe events that indicate that the order in nature is awry. Be alert for further indications of unnatural workings in the universe. What might they reflect? 
17. Lines 11-13: What is the symbolic meaning of the falcon-owl incident? Watch for specific symbolic significance in other unnatural acts mentioned. 
18. Lines 37-38: Why might Macduff be suspicious of Macbeth?
19. What is the dramatic purpose of this scene? 

  
