Macbeth Reading Guide Questions

ACT V scene 1 

1. What does Lady Macbeth have with her in this scene? How is it ironic?
2. Connect each phrase of Lady Macbeth's speeches with some specific aspect of the crimes in which she has been involved.  Lady Macbeth is obviously in process of emotional collapse. Have there been signs earlier in the play that this might happen?
3. What is she doing in the scene? What is the significance of her action? 
4. What does the doctor conclude is the nature of and treatment for her illness?  
ACT V scene 2 

5. What is the purpose of this scene? 
ACT V scene 3 

6. Lines 1-29: What appears to be Macbeth's emotional state at the beginning of the scene? How is he actually feeling? What supports this? 
7. Analyze lines 19-28. What is the purpose of this soliloquy? Draw a conclusion about Macbeth.
8. Lines 39-44: About whom is Macbeth speaking? Consider carefully the whole speech. 
 ACT V scene 4 

9. What does Malcolm want the soldiers to do? What is the purpose of this strategy? What is the significance of this scene? 
ACT V scene 5 

10. Line 10: When was the time that he refers to? What does the rest of the speech suggest about changes in his character? 
11. Lines 17-28:What is the purpose of this soliloquy?  What does the soliloquy say about life in general? About Macbeth's life specifically?
12. Line 42-57: What conclusion has Macbeth come to about the witches? How does he respond to the news?  
 ACT V scene 7 
13. Lines 1-13: What is the purpose of this portion of the scene?

ACT V scene 8 

14. How is the last prophecy fulfilled/explained? 
15. Lines 27-34: How do Macbeth's last lines in the play relate to his character as described by the Sergeant in Act One, Scene 2? 

