JUSTICE/FILM UNIT
PURPOSE:


· To explore the theme of Justice through the medium of film.

· To become competent and critical "viewer of film." 
Just as the writer uses a variety of literary devices and techniques to convey his/her message on the printed page, so too the director employs a variety of film techniques to convey his/her message on screen.
Film devices/techniques include:
· camera angles--long shots, close ups, unusual camera work

· staging--positioning of actors in a space

· body language

· lighting

· fade in/out 
  FILMS:   
· 12 Angry Men  (Henry Fonda)
· Judgment at Nuremberg   (Spencer Tracey)
    

· The Count of Monte Cristo  (Richard Chamberlain)
    

· Les Miserables  (Richard Jordan, Anthony Perkins)
   

  ASSIGNMENT:  Keep a typed double entry log for each day's viewing.

Logs should focus on

· theme of justice as developed in the film

·  character development

· significant lines of dialogue that "speak to you"

· film techniques

The logs should be set up as a table with 2 columns. The commentary should be singled spaced. At the end of each log, make a final "insightful statement." on the day's viewing. The "statement" should be at least one paragraph in length and should focus on your understanding of and response to the issues presented in the film. (This is not a plot summary.)
  RESPONSIBILITIES:  
· Be present for class

· Be prepared to hand logs in at the beginning of class
· NO LATE LOGS WILL BE ACCEPTED!!!!
· Be insightful--make connections--evaluate--analyze

EVALUATION:  Logs will be a significant part of your 4th quarter grade and will be evaluated in terms of your understanding of the theme of justice, your awareness and understanding of film as a medium, your insights and observations. I will be looking carefully at that “final insightful statement” at the end of each log. 

Daily logs will evaluated as follows

Overall assessment: (
(+ = 93-96

(/(+ = 88-92

( = 82-87
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(- = 70-76

(-/(- 60-69
Cumulative logs for an entire film will be given a final grade averaging the daily logs.

