Focus Corrections for the Analytical Essay
Highlighted focus corrections must appear typed at the top of your next essay.  Strive to eliminate these weaknesses in your next writing assignment.  Failure to type these comments at the top of page one will result in a grade reduction of 4 points. 
Content
1.  Introductory paragraph needs work.

· Better/clearer general statement is needed.

· Overview of the work is needed.

· Establish a thesis.

· Clearly establish the proofs.
2.  Body paragraphs need work

· Topic sentence needs to establish the proof and reflect the thesis.

· Develop ideas fully and completely.

· Develop/organize ideas clearly and logically. 

· Support all ideas with examples/quotes from the text

· Use all pertinent examples/quotes to adequately analyze the work.

· Examples/quotes need follow-up commentary.

· Watch accuracy/adequacy of interpretation.

· Work on transitional sentences. 

3.  Concluding paragraph needs work. 

· Restate the thesis.

· Highlight key evidence/examples.

· Do not introduce new ideas in the conclusion.

· Essay needs a smooth/clincher ending.

Style and Grammar 

1. Watch awkward wording/incorrect word choice.

2. Work on clarity of expression.
3. Edit quotes grammatically.

4. Avoid stand alone quotes.
5. Watch grammatical/spelling/punctuation errors. 

6. Spell author's/characters' name(s) correctly.

7. Indicate title properly

8. Avoid I/You in formal writing.

9. Review MLA rules for standard margins/formatting 

10. Proofread more carefully. 

Other Comments
