English IV AP: Goals and Unit Proficiencies

Goals: Literature 
1. To understand the universality of themes in literature.
2. To analyze the author’s point and how he/she coveys the point.

3. To analyze how the genre affects how the theme is conveyed.
4. To relate knowledge of the author and his/her background to the work.

5. To understand the relationship between the literature and the time period.
6. To relate the themes and values contained in literary works to the human condition and to Christian values. 

7. To identify various forms of literary theory.

Students will be able to…

Quarter I

Literature:

Unit I:  Theme of Awareness

1. Critique a variety of works from different time periods on the theme of awareness.

2. Analyze and articulate the point of awareness in each of the selections.

3. Assess the value of what is gained versus what is lost within the theme of awareness.

4. Understand the need for introspection in the maturing process. 

5. Analyze A Doll’s House using different literary interpretations e.g. psychological drama, a play of social commentary. 

6. Analyze the way in which a work can be interpreted in two different mediums.

7. Critique and articulate how the author’s use of structure and literary devices impacts the meaning of the work as a whole.
Writing

1. Draft, edit, polish and proofread the college essay.
2. Produce a timed analytical essay modeling the format of the AP exam 
Quarter II
Literature

 Unit II: Theme of Heroism

1. Critique a variety of works from different time periods on the theme of heroism. 

2. Analyze in depth how the hero is a product of his time and how the changes and demands of new time periods cause the heroic values to change.

3. Understand and articulate the characteristics of the Greek, Roman, Renaissance, Romantic, Victorian, and contemporary hero.

4. Interpret a work independently, create and present a PowerPoint which analyzes the work for the class. 
5. Analyze the way in which a work can be interpreted in two different mediums.
6. Analyze how the author’s use of structure and literary devices impacts the meaning of the work as a whole. 

7. Articulate the connection between the themes of awareness and heroism.       

Writing/Multimedia

1. Produce timed analytical essay modeling the format of the AP exam.
2. Create, polish, and present an analytical multimedia presentation. 

Quarter III

Literature

Unit III: Theme of Tragedy

1. Critique a variety of works from different time periods on the theme of tragedy.  

2. Analyze the tragic flaws in the characters central to the works.

3. Evaluate the way in which the characters respond to the tragedies.

4. Articulate an understanding of the role of tragedy in the human condition.

5. Analyze the way in which a work can be interpreted in two different mediums

6. Analyze how the author’s use of structure and literary devices impacts the meaning of the work as a whole. 

7. Articulate the connection between and among the themes of awareness, heroism and tragedy.      

Writing

1. Produce proficient timed analytical essays modeling the format of the AP exam.
2. Revise and polish analytical essays.
Quarter IV

Film

UNIT IV. Theme of Justice

1. View and critique films on the theme of justice.

2. Demonstrate an understanding of film as a medium.
3. Analyze the effect of personal prejudice in achieving justice.

4. Examine the impact of the Holocaust and the concept of “crimes against humanity.’ 

5. Analyze the distinction between “the letter of the law” and “the spirit of the law.”

6. Analyze the difference between revenge and justice.

7. Demonstrate an understanding of the connection between the need to be just and personal growth. 

8. Demonstrate an understanding of the way in which the medium of film conveys a theme. 

9. Articulate the connection between and among the themes of awareness, heroism and tragedy and justice.
Writing 

Produce polished reaction essays.

