English II Honors Unit Proficiencies

Students will be able to…

Quarter I

Literature:
Unit I:  The Canterbury Tales
1. Understand the historical background of the Medieval Period and connect the history of the times to Chaucer and The Canterbury Tales.

2. Explain the connection between Chaucer’s life and The Canterbury Tales.

3. Analyze selected portraits from “The Prologue” and one tale.
4. Analyze the pilgrim clusters and explain their significance as social commentary. 
5. Identify and analyze Chaucer’s use of two voices within the work.

6. Discuss how “The Prologue” is an accurate representation of the time period.

7. Compare and contrast pairs of characters to draw conclusions about Chaucer’s purpose and style.

Writing:

Draft and revise a compare and contrast essay.

Grammar:
1. Demonstrate a mastery of irregular verbs. 
2. Demonstrate a mastery of correct usage.

Quarter II

Literature
Unit II:  Macbeth, Elizabethan poetry, Shakespearean sonnets 
1. Understand the history of the Renaissance and the Elizabethan Era, and connect it to Shakespeare and his works. 

2. Examine the connection between Shakespeare’s life and his works.

3. Understand the evolution of drama from the Greek to the Medieval to the Renaissance form, identifying parallels and explaining differences. 
4. Identify the parts of the Globe Theater, compare and contrast the structure of the Greek Theater and the Globe Theater, and discuss the impact of the structure of the theater on the Shakespeare’s plays. 

5. Analyze Macbeth for theme, characterization, motifs, and imagery.

6. Analyze the tragic flaw of the central characters.

7. View and critique the film version of Macbeth in conjunction with a close reading and analysis of the text and discuss how a work can be interpreted in two different mediums. 
8. Identify the structure of a Shakespearean and a Petrarchan sonnet and recognize sonnets by structure. 

9. Analyze a selection of Shakespearean sonnets independently; create a PowerPoint analysis of the sonnet for structure, imagery, and point; present PowerPoint to the class.
Writing/Multimedia:
1. Develop thesis statements for an essay on Macbeth.
2. Sharpen critical thinking skills and pre-writing techniques by organizing quotes for different thesis statement.
3. Work in small groups to create and present a short, focused analytical PowerPoint
Grammar:
Recognize and correct grammatical errors on PSAT practice tests. 

Quarter III

Literature:
Unit III: 17th Century, Neoclassical writing.
1. Examine the development of writing from the Renaissance, to the 17th Century, to the Neoclassical periods.

2. Understand the history of the 17th Century as it pertains to the writing of the period.

3. Identify and analyze examples of Metaphysical, Cavalier, and Puritan writing.

4. Understand the history of the 18th Century as it pertains to the writing of the period

5. Identify the characteristics of Neoclassical writing.

6. Analyze the use of satire in 18th century writing. 

Writing/Multimedia:

1. Draft and revise an analytical essay.
Grammar:
     Recognize and correct grammatical errors on SAT practice tests. 
Quarter IV

Literature:

Unit IV:  Romantic poetry

1. Understand the history of the early 19th Century as it pertains to the Romantic Movement.
2. Compare and contrast the Neoclassical and Romantic periods in terms of art, social culture, philosophy, and writing. 

3. Examine the connection between the author’s life and his works.
4. Analyze a selection of Romantic poems independently; create a multimedia analysis of the poem for structure, imagery, and point; present the project to the class. 

Unit V:  Wuthering Heights

1. Examine the essential elements of the novel.

2. Analyze the purpose of two narrators.

3. Analyze the character of Heathcliff as a Byronic Hero.

4. Examine the gothic characteristics of the novel.

5. Analyze Bronte’s use of contrasting places in the novel to reveal character flaws.

6. Analyze Bronte’s use of the second generation of characters to resolve conflict within the novel and to underscore her theme. 

Unit VI.  Victorian Writing

1. Understand the history of the 19th Century as it pertains to the Victorian era.

2. Analyze excerpts from Dickens as social commentary. 

3. Analyze dramatic monologues for tone and characterization.

4. Analyze examples of poems that reflect the poets’ perspective on the Victorian world view.

5. Analyze examples of poems that reflect a perspective that challenges Victorian world view.

Unit VII.  Modern Writing

1. Understand the changing attitude towards war and the impact of World War I on writing.

2. Identify and analyze the structure, imagery, and tone within a selection of war poems. 

3. Contrast the tone and diction of the war poems and show how they reflect the poets’ changing perspective on WW I.

4. Examine a portion of the memoir Testament of Youth and draw conclusions about the changing attitudes towards women in the early 20 century.

5. Analyze Maugham’s characterization and use of an ironic twist ending in “The Verger.” 
Writing/Multimedia:

1. Sharpen critical thinking skills through a reader’s response log.

2. Draft and revise an analytical essay.

3. Create and present an analytical multimedia presentation.
