Reading Guide for A Doll’s House
ACT I

1.  What are your first impressions of Nora at the very beginning of the play?  Support your opinions with specific evidence.
2.  What are your first impressions of the relationship between Nora and Torvald at the

very beginning of the play? Support your opinions with specific evidence.
3.  Why has Kristina come to see Nora?

4.  What is Nora’s ‘big secret”? 

5.   List the reasons why Nora won’t tell Torvald what she has done and list the

      circumstances under which she will tell him.  Critical thinking question Draw a conclusion about their marriage. What does Nora seem to be aware of at this point that she won’t fully admit to herself? 
6.   In telling Kristina about her copying job, Nora says, “Oh, I was so tired…so tired.

      Still, it was really tremendous fun sitting there working and earning money. It was almost like being a man.”    Critical thinking question: What point do you think Ibsen was trying to make with this line? 

7.   Evaluate the way in which Nora gets a job for Kristina. What do you think of Nora? 

8.  What does Krogstad want Nora to do for him? 

9.  
What is Nora’s connection with Krogstad? 

10.  What is Nora’s crime?  To what degree does she understand the seriousness of the crime?

11. What is Krogstad’s crime? 

Critical thinking question: What do you think Ibsen’s purpose was in making him guilty of this particular crime?

ACT II
12.  Evaluate the scene at the beginning of Act II between Nora and the nurse. Why do we need this in the play? What do we learn about the role/life of women in this time period? Support with evidence. 

13. What is the real reason why Torvald wants to fire Krogstad?  What insight does Nora   gain from this revelation? 

14.  How does Nora feel about Dr. Rank? How does Dr. Rank feel about Nora?

15. Examine the conversations between Nora and Torvald, and those between Nora and Dr. Rank. What are the essential differences? 


Critical thinking question: What do you think Ibsen’s purpose was?

16.  Krogstad is blackmailing Nora. Critical thinking question:  How does Ibsen make him a sympathetic character? Find specific lines that support your reasoning. 
17. When Torvald says, “You’ll see that I’m man enough to take it all on myself,” what does he mean? What does Nora assume he means?  Because of her assumption, what does she plan to do? 
18. Look up the significance of the tarantella. Critical thinking question: What do you think Ibsen’s purpose was in having Nora perform this particular dance? 

ACT III
19. List and evaluate Kristina’s reasons for not marrying Krogstad. 
20.  Do you agree with Kristina’s point of view that Nora must tell Torvald what she has done? 
21. Contrast Torvald’s reactions to Krogstad’s two letters. Draw conclusions about the character of Torvald. 
22. What does Nora become aware of through his reactions? 
23. Compare your impressions of Nora at the beginning of the play (question 1) with those at the end of the play. 
24.  List the ways in which Kristina and Nora are foil characters.
25. Compare and contrast the conversation between Kristina and Krogstad with the conversations between Nora and Torvald. Critical thinking question: What point do you think Isben is trying to make in the play?
26. List the ways in which Torvald and Dr. Rank are foil characters. Critical thinking question: Why do we need Dr. Rank in the play?
27.  Critical thinking question: What was Ibsen’s purpose in writing this play? 

